iv.]                THE MAHOMETAN REVIVAL:               113

direct and aggressive action of Wahhabeeism preached
throughout the Northern Provinces, by the missionaries
of that sect, if indeed sect it can rightly be called; an
action hostile not to Christian or European dominion
only, but to every high thing that exalts itself against
what the followers of ;Abd~el-Wahhab conceive to be
the purity of Islam ; the other cause indirect, being, if
rightly summed up, nothing else than that the Maho-
metans of India have passed from the conditions of a
ruling to those of a subject race; and have, as suc^, had
to endure the consequences partly of a want of pliability
on their side, partly of some neglect and even unfairness,
not to give it too harsh a name, on ours.

All this is clearly and convincingly stated by the
talented writer above mentioned, in a manner sufficient
for the limits of his observation and his work, which is
exclusively concerned with the Indian problem. But it
is curious that most of what he has written is, mutatis
mutandis, applicable in great measure to a very different
Empire, namely, the Ottoman, where, east of the Bos-
porus, similar causes have given rise to similar difficul-
ties, and have necessitated measures bearing a consider-
able resemblance to some of those suggested by Mr.
Hunter, for the disentanglement of our own knots. The
topic is an. interesting one; and its investigation can
hardly fail to be, not exactly instructive, perhaps, but
certainly suggestive. Let us, accordingly, cross the
bounds of the present century and the Himalaya, and
extend our survey over times reaching further back
than Assaye or Plassy, and to lands beyond the Indian
Ocean and the Sea of Hejaz.

A hundred years back, and he who, looking widely
down on the then enormous geographical tract of Islam,
and in particular on its choicest garden, the Turkish
Empire, should have predicted the near disintegration